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MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN - A peti- 
tion seeking to move the location 
of the proposed disc golf course 
from its current location has been 
submitted to the Belchertown 
Selectboard. 

The petition, which had 15 cer- 
tified signatures, was submitted 
last week to the Town Clerk’s 
office. 

The petition, created by Karl 
Krawczyk, seeks to see if the town 
will votes “to move the disc golf 
course to a piece of property to a 
better location which will accom- 
modate league and tournament 
play without disrupting the qual- 
ity of residents’/abutters’ lives,” 
according to Town Clerk Colleen 
Toothill-Berte. 

The current location of the pro- 
posed disc golf course is behind 
Constanino Field. 

As of Monday, March 22, it 
is not clear whether the question 


See PETITION, page 8 « 


Selectboard supports 6 
Berkshire grant process 


BCA speaks on process 
MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 

BELCHERTOWN — The 


Selectboard unanimously sup- 
ported submitting an expression 
of interest for the Belchertown 
Cultural Alliance to pursuit 
a grant opportunity for the 6 
Berkshire St. building on the for- 
mer Belchertown State School 
property. 

BCA President April Jasak- 
Bangs and Vice President 
Johanna Hammer presented to the 
board about submitting an expres- 
sion of interest letter for grant 
opportunities for 6 Berkshire Ave 
and the Tadgell Hall. 

Jasak-Bangs explained the one- 
stop grant program which the let- 
ter would be sent to, along with 
other departments interested in 
grant funding. 

“The community one stop grant 
is 10 grant programs which are 


able to be accessed under one 
application portal,” she said. 
“These are proposals that come 
from the municipality but could 
have partners with non-profits.” 

The letter of intent is due April 
2 and the Selectboard would not 
have a meeting in time to vote 
later. The town can submit up to 
five letters. 

She said the letter would allow 
the group to get in front of a grant 
committee to get feedback prior 
to submitting an application. The 
town can apply for as many appli- 
cations as it wants. 

She added that another high- 
light of the under-utilized build- 
ing program is that the grant 
would be unmatched, which 
means the town would not be 
required to raise a portion of 
funds. 

The BCA has completed a fea- 
sibility study on 6 Berkshire Ave. 


See GRANT PROCESS, page 8 
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PINK truck 
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next delivery. 
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PHOTO BY MELINA BOURDEAU 
A petition signed by 15 Belchertown residents has been certified and sent to the Selectboard as of Monday, March 22. 





Granby 
sees fifth 
COVID-19 
death 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


GRANBY -—- The Granby 
Board of Health discussed the 
latest COVID-19 cases, anoth- 
er death due to the virus and 
the frustration surrounding data 
reporting at its recent meeting on 
Tuesday, March 16. 

Board of Health Chair Richard 
Bombardier began the discussion. 

“We have another person that 
was claimed by COVID-19,” he 
said. “And someone we didn’t 
know had been taken early on, 
SO we’ve now in our little town, 
there have been five deaths from 
COVID-19. Today was a terrible 
day, there were eight positives 
today.” 

There were 16 cases in Granby 
from Jan. 1 to March 9, according 
to the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health COVID-19 
dashboard. There was a total of 


See COVID DEATH, page 10 - 


Everyone is Trish on St. Ehtrick’s Day! 


BCOA hosts holiday 
drive-through 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN - Thirty- 
one lucky seniors stopped by 
the Belchertown Senior Center 
last Wednesday to grab the St. 
Patrick’s Day giveaway. 

The drive through event fea- 
tured a gift and a free raffle 
ticket for a chance to win the 
scratch ticket shamrock loaded 
with $100 of scratch tickets. 

People could also tune 
in to radio station 88.9 for 
Celtic music to enjoy on their 
rides. 


SEE MORE PHOTOS 
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Surner Heating has partnered with the 
Susan G. Koman Foundation to support all 
those whom have been touched any) 
Breast Cancer. x 





Belchertown Senior Center staff Mariah Diesi, Katie Martin, Heather Woodworth, 
Jessica Langois and Kim Rossi dressed up in green to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 


last week. 


HEATING CO., INC. 


60 Shumway Street 
Amherst, MA 01002 


413.253.5999 


CONTACT SURNER HEATING TODAY! VISIT OUR WEBSITE SURNERHEAT.COM 
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Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
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funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
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QHD: COVID- 9 numbers 
expected to remain stagnant 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN — March’s 
COVID-19 case numbers are expect- 
ed to remain stagnant, according 
to Quabbin Health Director Judy 
Metcalf. 

“Belchertown’s positivity rate will 
be 1.56% when (Thursday’s) report 
is used by the state,’ Metcalf wrote 
in an email to COVID-19 Task Force 
members. The letter was read into the 
record during last Thursday’s meeting. 
“T expect at the close of the week on 
Saturday evening, our weekly case 
count will remain stagnant, as we have 
been for last few weeks,” she said. 

The case positivity rate and the 
rate per 100,000 were higher than 
the last two weeks, according to the 
Massachusetts Dept. of Public Health 
metrics from Feb. 28 to March 13. 

The current case positivity rate is 
2.84%, last week the rate was 2.11%. 
The current rate per 100,000 is 18.3, 
last week the rate was 17.8 

Belchertown remained in the yel- 
low. 

There were 23 new cases of 
COVID-19 from Sunday, March 14 
to Saturday, March 20 according to 
Quabbin Health District reporting. 
There have been a total of 775 cases of 
COVID-19 in Belchertown. 

The total deaths due to COVID-19 
remains at 16. 

There were 1,102 tests performed in 
this weekly period, bringing the total 
number of tests on Belchertown resi- 
dents to 30,632, as of March 17. 


Granby Public Schools 


Come Grow With Us 


Granby Public Schools 


is Currently Accepting 
School Choice Applications 


Come join an exciting and 
vibrant learning community! 


Open Seats in the following grade levels: 





Kindergarten 


Grade 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 


Come see what makes 
Granby Public Schools 


a GREAT place to learn and grow! 





emotions: 
behavior 
aAWaPehes 





A Focus on 
Social 
Emotional 
Learning 





Outstanding 
Athletic 
Performance 


ZF AIRWAY 
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783 Southbridge, Auburn, MA 01501 
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In the meeting, members discussed 
Gov. Charlie Baker’s reopening plans 
for Massachusetts. 

Task Force and Board of Health 
member Hope Guardenier said the 
Board of Health will be taking up the 
matter of reopening beyond Phase 
three step one, which the board opted 
to stay in at its March meeting. 

“A lot of things about going into 
step two doesn’t really apply in 
Belchertown. There are no arenas, sta- 
diums, shows or venues that are real- 
ly utilized by the public. If Fenway 
opens for shows or sports...that’s still 
going to happen even if Belchertown 
stays in step one. There will be chang- 
es in opening and that was the ratio- 
nale for staying in step one was to see 
what happens with that opening across 
the state.” 

She said the COVID-19 variants 
play a large part of why March is a 
“make it or break month.” 


Hablo Espanol 


Looking to Purchase or Refinance at a 


LOW RATE? 





COURTESY PHOTO 


Board of Health and Task Force 
member Colleen Duroshea said 
Europe is “ramping up right now.” 

“Italy just shut down. We have 
to worry because we’re usually two 
weeks beyond them. When things hap- 
pen there it usually happens here two 
weeks later,’ she said. “We have to 
keep our eyes on the situation for a 
couple more weeks.” 

Further in her letter, Metcalf said 
vaccination availability remains an 
issue for people. 

“Vaccine availability remains an 
issue. Demand still exceeds supply 
at this point,’ Metcalf wrote. “It will 
only be more difficult on Monday 
when Phase two group three become 
eligible. That group includes essential 
workers, DPW, water, sewer, public 
health workers, building inspectors, 
grocery and pharmacy workers, bus 
and van drivers, etc.” 

Metcalf also provided information 
about those who are hesitant 
to get vaccinated. 

“Data is now shared by 
zip code. I have not yet had 
a chance to study in detail 
Belchertown’s data to a 
granular level. But one thing 





Call Me 





INDEPENDENT MORTGAGE CORPORATION 
NMLS#2289 


617-208-9274 


jeff.clark@fairwaymc.com 





MA Mortgage Broker and 
Lender License #MC2289 
MA Loan Originator 
License #MLO1886434 


is very clear: men are seek- 
ing vaccines at about half 
the rate of women. The dif- 
ference is greatest among 
white men,’ she wrote to 
the task force. “Previous 
successful health educa- 
tion campaigns directed 
to men focus on their role 
as spouse, father, son. For 
example, quit smoking, get 
a colonoscopy, get vaccinat- 
ed for your family, who are 
counting on you to be there 
for them.” 





31 Main Street, Belchertown ¢ (413) 323-4795 


Now Enrolling, 2.9 years and up, 9:00-1:00 
Tuesday/Thursday, 3-Year Old Class 


Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 4-Year Old Class 
ow “Nurturing, highly experienced 
fo a. ) teachers foster creativity, imagination 


and independence” 
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learning experiences 
that prepare students 
for success in 
a global society. 


Co-curricular 
Activities at 
EVERY level 


“Structured preschool curriculum 
dedicated to early childhood 
development and 
kindergarten preparation” 





Call 413-467-7193 for information regarding school choice applications 
or visit www.granbyschoolsma.org to apply. 
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i COMMUNITY 


Open air 
burning 
season runs 
through May 1 


STAFF REPORT 


BELCHERTOWN — Open 
Air Burning Season for 
domestic tree trimming runs 
through May 1, 2021. 

A permit/registration num- 
ber is required. Please com- 
plete the bottom portion of 
a burn permit registration 
form located on our web- 
site: www.belchertown.org/ 
fire. Please click on the word 
“Application” found on the 
website to bring up the regis- 
tration form. Fill in the bot- 
tom portion of the form. Print 
the Form. And either bring this 
completed form to the Fire 
Dept. at 10 North Main St. and 
place in white metal mailbox 
on front door with $ 10 fee 
attached (exact amount in cash 
or check payable to “Town of 
Belchertown) or mail the com- 
pleted form to: Belchertown 
Fire Dept. PO Box 1074, 
Belchertown, MA 01007. 

Once this form is received, 
the department will email your 
registration number along with 
all necessary information on 
activating your permit on any 
day you wish you burn. Please 
be sure and include a mandato- 
ry email address on your form. 


Didies from The Estate 
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Pre-k to eight to return full time April 5 


BY MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


GRANBY — The Granby 
School Committee opted to send 
students from pre-K to eighth 
grade to school full-time begin- 
ning on April 5 after a new 
mandate from the Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education. 

Interim Superintendent Carol 
Hepworth updated the School 
Committee at its March 16 meet- 
ing. 

On March 5, DESE adopted 
amendments to the student learn- 
ing time regulations on an emer- 
gency basis. These amendments 
provide the commissioner with 
the authority to determine when 
hybrid and remote learning models 
will no longer count toward meet- 
ing the required time on learning 
time hours. 

This deadline begins on April 
5 for grade pre-K through five 
and on April 28 for sixth through 
eighth grade. As of Monday, 
March 22, DESE hasn’t provided a 


date for high school grade of nine 
through 12. 

However, after some discus- 
sion with Granby administrators, 
the School Committee supported 
grades pre-K through eighth grade 
going back full to school full-time 
on April 5. The remaining grades 
would be hybrid until further guid- 
ance from DESE. 

Granby Jr./Sr. High School 
Principal Stephen Sullivan said 
having seventh and eighth grade 
students back full time would 
be a good way to determine the 
school’s next steps for the remain- 
ing four grades. 

Based on the results from a 
recent survey, Sullivan estimated 
there would be total of 260 stu- 
dents returning to full time learn- 
ing. 

“For lunch, we would have 84 
students in seventh and eighth 
grade. We can figure out if we can 
make it work or if we need to add 
more lunches or get creative with 
lunch spaces,” he said. “I think it 
would be helpful for our prepa- 
ration, because we would have a 


couple of weeks (before the next 
group) and it would only benefit 
us. We would be able to learn from 
it.” 

School Committee members 
also discussed students who will 
continue to learn remotely. 

School Committee Chair Jen 
Bartosz said the district is going to 
try to prevent “oscillation” to and 
from remote to in person learning. 

Hepworth said remote learning 
will be more independent than it 
has been due to the fact teachers 
will have students in person and 
online. 

Families who would seek to go 
in person or remote would have to 
wait four to six weeks to make the 
transition, due to the space limita- 
tions, according to Hepworth. 

East Meadow Principal William 
Lataille presented information 
to the committee about full time 
learning for students in the build- 
ing starting April 5. 

“We have 45 students want to 
stay remote and 332 that want to 
come back to five days a week, 
full time learning. That break 


down gives us enough room in 
every classroom either way to put 
the desks three feet apart. In some 
classrooms where the numbers 
might be smaller in some grade 
levels, we will keep them as far 
apart as we can,” he said. “If we 
can keep them six feet apart, we’ll 
keep them six feet apart. There 
are some classrooms that will be 
six feet apart there are some that 
might be five feet apart, but noth- 
ing will be less than three feet 
apart.” 

He said the school will have 
seven lunch periods — one per 
grade — to allow for 20 minute 
lunches six feet apart. 

“The benefit is that they don’t 
have to eat in the classroom, 
we can keep it in the cafeteria 
and outside,” Lataille said. “On 
inclement weather days, we’re 
going to use the bleachers in the 
gym and they can seat 42 children, 
six feet apart. The seats are plastic 
so they clean pretty well.” 

School reopening will be a 
included as an ongoing topic on 
the School Committee’s agenda. 





Holy Week and Easter services 


Christ 
Community Church, at 1255 Federal 
St., Belchertown, will have Holy Week 
celebrations for both Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday. There will be in person 
services at 7 p.m. on Good Friday and 
9 a.m. and I1 a.m. on Easter Sunday. 
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Anna Marsh 
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Mike Goncalves 


Autumn Ingram 
Brooke Packard 
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Brendan Coughlin 508.868.1518 


FREE Moving Truck, Odor Removal 
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Patrick Nolan 
Lisa Bombard 
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THE BEST FRESH * 
FOR SPRING! =~ 


Beautiful Blooming | 
Spring Bulbs 
Colorful Tulips, Sunny Daffodils 


and Fragrant Hyacinths 


6-inch pots...$7.99 each 
2 for $15.00 


M Beautiful q 
w—. White Easter Lilies 
Easter Egg Mums 
Pretty Smiling 
Pansies & Violas 




















Fill Your Easter Basket 


Handmade Chocolate Bunnies 
Milk, White and Dark 


Gourmet Jelly Beans 
Jelly Bean Filled Carrots 


Tempting Assortment of Easter Candy | 
Vermont “Nut Free” Chocolate & Candy 


From Randall’s Kitchen 
’ For Easter 


Randall’s Quiche ~ 8 Varieties 
Fresh Baked Pies 
Fruit Pies and Cream Pies 
Hot Cross Buns ~ Cider Donuts 
Fresh Fruit Salad =~ 
Po Fresh Fruit Platters Ev 
Boar’s Head Sweet Slice Hams € 
Blue Seal, Janik and 
Boar’s Head Kielbasa 


Place Your Easter Pre-Orders 
By March 31st 
Gluten Free Foods 
Fresh and Frozen 
Pies, Desserts, 
Cupcakes & Cookies 



















GLUTEN 
FREE 


Golden Ripe Pineapples 
..2 for $5.00 


Cantaloupes Large Size 
..2 for $5.00 


Honeydew Melons 
...$3,99 ea 


Fresh Green Beans 
...$1.49 |b 


631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 
NEW HOURS OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM-8PM 
CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY 


Find us on and You/7) 








Virtual town hall topics range 


from vaccines to passenger rail 


MICHAEL HARRISON 
mharrison@turley.com 


REGION — Sen. Eric Lesser didn’t 
miss an opportunity to take a shot at 
Gov. Charlie Baker and the state’s 
initial COVID-19 vaccine rollout 
during a virtual town hall forum held 
last week over Zoom, Facebook and 
Twitter. 

Questions were asked in real time 
and also were submitted in advance 
during registration for the forum. 

Over about 90 minutes, Lesser, 
D-Longmeadow, with aide Joel 
McAuliff as moderator, fielded ques- 
tions about the state’s COVID-19 
vaccine program, economic recov- 
ery, winding down pandemic restric- 
tions, the environment, energy, and 
infrastructure, including the East-West 
passenger rail proposal. Other topics 
came up as well. 

Here are some of the highlights, 
including Lesser’s opening remarks: 

“Normally around this time of year, 
as the snow starts to melt and spring 
is here, we’re out and about at St. 
Patrick’s Day events and parades and 
community festivals. And it’s just a 
great time of year as everybody can 
get out and be together,’ Lesser said. 

“Of course, we can’t do that in the 
normal way this year that we nor- 
mally do, but we still need to stay 
connected. And I still want to hear 
from all of you. So we’re experiment- 
ing with a new format here to allow 
everyone to continue to interact safely 
and get their questions to us. But first, 
I just want to say thank you to every- 
one watching and to everybody who 
is a constituent of mine and beyond 
for your faith in me over the last year 
and over the last six years that we’ve 
been together and that I’ve been able 
to serve as your state senator. 

This has obviously been a very hard 
year, to say the least. But I just want 
you to know that I wake up every day 
thinking about you and our commu- 
nities and what we can do in the state 
senate and what state government, 
frankly, can do to deliver services and 
to make life a little bit easier. We do 
have brighter days ahead and 2021 is 
going to be a much more positive year 
than 2020. But there’s a lot we’ve got 
to do together to make sure that the 
recovery is not only fast, but is equita- 
ble and includes all our communities 
and all of our people.” 

The first question, facilitated by 
McAuliff, was about the “bumpy and 
lumpy” rollout of the Mass. vaccina- 
tion program. 

“Well, it’s a very important ques- 
tion and we’ve gotten a lot of feed- 
back from this,’ Lesser said. “And I 
just want to first thank our constit- 
uents who really notified us about 
some of the issues of the vaccine roll- 
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For about 90 minutes, Sen. Eric Lesser fielded questions about the state’s COVID-19 vaccine 
rollout, economic recovery and more during a live-streamed town hall forum last week. 


out very early in the process. Our con- 
stituents are not shy and I appreciate 
that because the calls and the emails 
and just stopping me on the street 
or at the supermarket or just out and 
about gave me a really good eyes on 
the ground experience about what was 
happening with the vaccine rollout. 
An independent analysis by the Belfer 
Center at Harvard gave Massachusetts 
an ‘F’ and gave West Virginia an ‘A’ 
in the initial rollout. And part of the 
reason for that is shots were not get- 
ting into arms fast enough. And the 
tech and the logistics and the manage- 
ment around getting shots into arms 
was just completely inadequate. The 
website crashing was simply inex- 
cusable — frankly embarrassing — for 
a state like ours that prides itself on 
technology and healthcare leadership. 

But we’re focused on making it bet- 
ter moving forward. And I will say 
we've given pointed feedback to the 
governor and to the Department of 
Public Health about where there need 
to be improvements. I filed emer- 
gency legislation on Jan. 28, the day 
after 75-year-olds were made eli- 
gible, requiring a one-stop website 
portal and a 24/7 customer hotline 
in multiple languages to give people 
easier access to booking. It took a 
little bit, but I’m grateful that at this 
point the website is in better shape 
—not perfect — but is in much better 
shape than it was when we filed that 
legislation in January. And the call 
center is in better shape as well. Still 
not perfect. There’s still issues with 
it, but the capacity has dramatically 
increased and they’ve added now 10 
languages. So all of this has meant 
that Massachusetts has now moved 
up in that Belfer Center ranking from 
an ‘F’ to a ‘B’ now. Still not the best 
grade. We want Massachusetts to have 
an ‘A,’ even an ‘A-plus,’ AA plus, 
but we’ve seen improvement. And I 
would also just point out, in addition 
to the advocacy in the bills we filed, 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful “friends, volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 10am - 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs, 2 = Atel © Fa. Woe na-4yaK 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 


Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 


We accept books only in good, clean condition. 
For more information call 2635-35530 ext. 100 
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I joined a very important new over- 
sight committee on COVID-19, a joint 
committee between the House and the 
Senate laser focused on improving the 
immediate vaccine rollout, making 
sure it is equitable and including our 
underserved communities, 1n particu- 
lar our Black and Hispanic communi- 
ties that have historically faced disad- 
vantages when accessing health care 
in our state.” 

Lesser said the committee expected 
have Gov. Baker to appear at March 
23 hearing by the new committee. 

Local clinics 

Lesser answered two related ques- 
tions, about the community vaccine 
clinic in Longmeadow and why “a 
very robust public health plan in 
Massachusetts” wasn’t more help in 
the vaccine rollout, with one extended 
response. 

“We’ve gotten a lot of feedback on 
this,’ he said. 

“Tt’s important for people to under- 
stand the legal and financial structure 
of how the vaccines are coming to 
the state. There are a few different 
distribution channels for the vaccine. 
One is the federal retail pharmacy 
program. So these are the vaccine 
appointments that are popping up, 
for example, at Big Y, at CVS and 
Walgreens, at Walmart, at Stop and 
Shop — the same pharmacy you go 
to for a flu shot or for your regular 
prescription medication — those doses 
come directly from the federal gov- 
ernment. So the state government has 
limited sort of control or exposure 
to that. Those are really just shipped 
directly from the vaccine producers 
via the federal government, directly to 
the pharmacies. 

“The second way that vaccine doses 
have been getting out is through the 
state distribution. It was weekly. Now, 
it’s more than that. The federal gov- 
ernment sends doses to the states and 
then once the doses arrive in the state, 
it is really up to the departments of 
public health, which are 
under the control of the 
governor, to set up a criteria 
and a system for distribut- 
ing those vaccines. And I 
would point out we’re oper- 
ating under a state of emer- 
gency, which gives the gov- 
ernor really direct authority 
to decide the time, place 
and manner of that distri- 
bution. But the lion’s share 
of the funding for this infra- 
structure is coming from 
the federal government as 
well. So the legislature, as a 
result, has had limited influ- 
ence and has limited been 
able to give limited over- 
sight over this process. So 
initially, the state was help- 
ing to distribute these vac- 
cines through local clinics. 
A decision was made by 
the (Mass.) Department of 
Public Health to pull those 
doses from most of the local 
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MassWildlife proposes first license increase in 26 years 


TYLER S. WITKOP 
Correspondent 


lashback to the year 1996. 
Poi Clinton began his sec- 

ond term as U.S. president, 
Michael Jordan and the Chicago 
Bulls won their fourth NBA title 
and a gallon of gasoline cost 
b 123: 

In Massachusetts, resident 
hunting and fishing licenses 
increased to $22.50 and a trap- 
ping license rose to $30.50. 

Despite drastic changes to 
everyday life with the advent of 
the internet and smartphone tech- 
nology that connects people to 
goods and services anywhere on 
the globe with the push of a but- 
ton, those license fees remain as 
one of the few relics from 1996 
still in place today. 

Now, facing drastic increases 
in both costs and services, and 
declining revenues, the state’s 
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 
1S proposing its first increase in 
license fees, to go in effect in 
2022. 





not gone up in 25 years. as costs and services, and declining revenues, The state's 
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife has proposed the increases as its costs and 
services go up and revenues are declining. About 40,000 pheasants are raised by 
the state and stocked on lands across the commonwealth. 


To better inform the public of 
the rationale and license structure, 
Mass Wildlife is offering a series 
of online informational sessions 
via Zoom throughout the month. 
The last will take place Thursday, 
March 25 at 6:30 p.m. To partici- 
pate, visithttps://www.mass.gov/ 
service-details/masswildlife-cal- 
endar. 


MassWildlife Director Mark 
Tisa informed participants of a 
March 9 informational session 
that each year, roughly 500 bodies 
of water are stocked with trout 
with nearly half being 12-inch- 
es or larger, more than 40,000 
pheasant are released on public 
lands for hunters, and the state 
manages more than 226,000 acres 


of land. In addition to managing 
game species, all of the state’s 
threatened and endangered spe- 
cies fall under the management of 
Mass Wildlife. 


Budget gap 

For fiscal 2021, the division’s 
revenue, according to the presen- 
tation, was roughly $16.9 million. 
Fees from licenses, permits and 
stamps accounted for 39% of that 
figure or roughly $6.6 million. 
Forty-eight percent, or $8 million, 
came from federal wildlife and 
sport fish restoration funds. 

State mandated expenses such 
as salaries and health insurance 
amount for 20% or nearly $3.5 
million of the $18.4 million in 
expenses for fiscal 2021, more 
than what the Division pays for its 
hatcheries, which is nearly $2.5 
million, or land acquisition and 
maintenance, which is roughly $2 
million. Thirty-three percent, or 
roughly $6 million, is used for 
habitat management. 

“We have been very fiscal- 
ly responsible,” Tisa said of the 


management of MassWildlife, 
pointing to the fact that licenses 
haven’t increased in 25 years. He 
said had license fees kept with 
the rate of inflation, hunters and 
anglers would be paying $37.52 
today (in addition to the $5 wild- 
land stamp fee). 

A major issue leading to the 
declining revenues is the decline 
in hunting and sporting (combi- 
nation hunting and fishing) licens- 
es, which Tisa said is about 50 
percent for hunting licenses and 
roughly 20 percent for sporting 
licenses. Additionally, the state 
now issues in excess of 27,000 
free licenses to sportsmen and 
women aged 70 and older each 
year, resulting in a loss of about 
$1 million in non-reimbursable 
funds. 

This year alone, Tisa estimates 
a budget gap of $1.5 million 
between revenue and expenses, 
which will be made up by tapping 
into the roughly $9.5 million in 
the state’s Inland Fish and Game 


See LICENSE FEES, page 16 = 
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clinics and redirect those doses to the mass vaccination 
sites. The closest one for us is the Eastfield Mall. 

“I was frustrated by it because I know so many of our 
local communities spent a lot of time and a lot of resourc- 
es getting those clinics ready and set up. And right now 
they’re empty. So my hope is, is that we’re going to be 
able to get those doses back to local communities as we get 
more supply, because I feel strongly that as we get into the 
later stages of this, it’s local communities that know their 
populations the best and are going to have the best ability 
to, for example, do house visits to vaccinate homebound 
individuals, to reach out to somebody that might be hes- 
itant and talk to them or walk them through the get them 
comfortable with taking the vaccine,’ Lesser said. 

“Our local fire departments, our local EMTs, our local 
community health folks know their neighborhoods and 
know their people the best. So we should be empowering 
them to help get the vaccine out rather than centralizing. 
I’m hopeful that we’ll be able to see those open.” 

McAuliffe read a question from a physician “who says 
that they’ve experienced many patients who don’t under- 
stand the vaccines and are wary about them” and wonders 
what the Commonwealth is doing for education and 
awareness, especially in underserved communities. “Well, 
we need to do a lot more,” Lesser said, and referenced his 
own outreach, including forums and a live-streamed con- 
versation recently with Bishop Talbert Swane II, president 
of the Greater Springfield NAACP. 

“We need to empower local community leaders and 
trusted leaders, whether it’s clergy, community figures, 
local health care providers and family doctors,” Lesser 
said. 

“You know, my dad is a family physician and he had a 
small family medical practice in Holyoke for two decades 
and his patients trusted him. And so I think we need to do 
more to localize the effort and to lift up the voices of local 
community leaders and local figures who have the trust of 
their neighborhoods and of their circles and of their family 
and friends.” 

Economic recovery 

Asked about the pandemic’s impact on small businesses, 
particularly restaurants, salons and other “customer-fac- 
ing” shops, Lesser said the state’s response needs to con- 
sider the reality that up to 225,000 of that states lost jobs 
aren’t coming back. 

“Those job losses are disproportionately in the 
wage-earning hourly workforce, disproportionately female 
because of the nature of the shutdowns and the nature of 
the impact of COVID-19. It hurt in particular preschools, 
daycares, health care jobs, restaurant jobs, service-oriented 
work, which is disproportionately female and also dispro- 
portionately men and women of color and immigrants. So 
we really need to make sure that our our aid programs and 
our policy is focused on where the impact has been most 
dramatic, and that also includes our small businesses,” 
Lesser said. 

“We’ve worked with the administration on a very large 
— the largest of its kind in the country — aid program on 
top of the federal aid that has come in. We’ve created more 
than a $600 million small business aid program targeted at 
small businesses and businesses that have been the most 
impacted by COVID-19 with a particular emphasis on 


pay their workers, to keep people employed, to keep the 
lights on during a very difficult year were now retroac- 
tively going to be asked to pay a five percent tax on that 
money that they don’t even have anymore because they’ve 
paid it out to their employees,” he said. 

“That was going to be an unfair situation. So we’ve (pre- 
vented) that. That’s going to be put on the governor’s desk 
next week. We’ve also frozen rate increases for unemploy- 
ment insurance so that small businesses will not have been 
subjected to what have been a 60 percent increase in unem- 
ployment insurance rates. And very importantly, we’ve 
set up a new state level sick leave program so that people 
who either get COVID-19 or need to take time off to get a 
vaccine will have a fully paid program. It will not be paid 
by employers. It’s going to be paid by paid for by the state. 


Raised Garden Beds 


Assembled or DIY kits 2x4’ to 4x8’, or custom. 
Made from Alaskan Yellow Cedar; 
as durable as Western Red Cedar, 
& as strong as Douglas Fir. 
see details on our webpage. 
Pickup in Athol. 


www.MannLumber.com 


“In addition to that, we’ve done something very unique — 
I’m not aware of any other state that’s done this — but we 
are waiving the tax on the initial round of unemployment 
insurance checks that are our lowest income individuals 
have gotten. Those who are 200 percent or less below 
the poverty line. So this is really about helping the most 
vulnerable people in our community who have gotten that 
lifeline of the unemployment insurance. They shouldn’t 
really be paying state tax on that. I think that they should 
be keeping that and they should be using that to help pay 
their bills and pay for groceries and other necessities.” 

To watch or listen to the full town hall, which 
included questions and comments not included in 
this story, go to Lesser’s Facebook page or pscp.tv/ 
EricLesser/1zqJV XMzzZVKB. 
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Expanded orthopedic care services, right here in the Pioneer Valley. 


Call for an appointment: 413.586.8200 


4 West Street 
West Hatfield, MA 


329 Conway Street 
Greenfield, MA 


NOW OPEN: 170 University Drive, Amherst 


and West Hatfield, including walk-in Injury Clinics in 
Amherst and West Hatfield. And we've added skilled 
clinicians to our expert team, providing you with more 
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minority businesses and immigrant owned businesses in 
our gateway cities, which of course includes Springfield 
and Chicopee in my district. In addition to that, actually, 
just today, hot off the presses, literally an hour ago, the 
Senate finalized a package of aid, including making TPP 
loans that came in to businesses through the CARES Act.” 

One major aspect of that, Lesser said, is immediate tax 
relief for small businesses. 

“They will not be subject to Massachusetts income tax. I 
think a very unfair situation was going to develop for small 
businesses that got TPP aid that then used that money to 
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HISTORY MATTERS 


History Matters is a biweekly feature courtesy of 
The Grateful American Book Prize, which is awarded 
to children’s books that emphasize the importance of 
American history. 


After the Revolution, 
everything is A-OK 


March 16 to March 31: American 
Revolution, OK and March Madness 


JOHN GRIMALDI AND DAVID BRUCE SMITH 
Guest columnists 


to absorb the costs of their military presence 

in the colonies, unloaded the Stamp Act on the 
overburdened citizenry. Already, they were anteing up 
for the sugar tax on imported goods, paying an assess- 
ment for paper money, and a quartering fee for the 
housing and food costs of the Redcoats. 

The Stamp Tax levied a charge on everything from 
newspapers, and pamphlets, to playing cards, but that 
offense kicked off outrage and defiance. According to 
History.com, “They raised the issue of taxation with- 
out representation and formed societies throughout 
the colonies to rally against the British government 
and nobles who sought to exploit the colonies as a 
source of revenue and raw materials. By October of 
that year, nine of the 13 colonies sent representatives 
to the Stamp Act Congress, at which the colonists 
drafted the ‘Declaration of Rights and Grievances,’ a 
document that railed against the autocratic policies of 
the mercantilist British empire.” 

Although it was eventually rescinded, the pub- 
lic’s pique unified the colonists, suffused them with 
nationalism, and, slowly, activated America’s war of 
independence. 

The Grateful American Book Prize recommends 
“The Stamp Act Crisis: Prologue to Revolution,” by 
Edmund S. Morgan and Helen M. Morgan. 


B y March 22, 1765, the British, short on funds 


Okay is created 

Did you know that the United States does not have 
an official language? The Constitution does not speci- 
fy one, nor is there a law which mandates the country 
to speak English; most Americans have accepted it 
as their “mother tongue,’ but adapting it in a very 
un-British way. 

Take the distinctly American “okay,” which start- 
ed out as an abbreviation: “OK.” It was common in 
the mid-19th century for younger, educated men and 
women to deliberately misspell words for amusement. 
For example, the slang for “all correct” became “oll 
korrect” or OK, and was sopped up in the American 
lexicon when the editor of the March 23, 1839 edition 
of the Boston Morning Post, tagged it “OK” to denote 
that the copy was “all correct” or— “oll korrect.” 

Other newspapers replicated the abbreviation; it dif- 
fused all over the world and morphed into “the most 
frequently spoken word on the planet.” 

The Grateful American Book Prize recommends 
“OK: The Improbable Story of America’s Greatest 
Word,’ by Allan Metcalf. 


March Madness 

March Madness is overwhelming the nation. It 
has been that way since March 27, 1939, when the 
University of Oregon beat Ohio State University 
46—33 in the final game of the very first NCAA men’s 
basketball tournament. 

If the Super Bowl causes the nation to stop and 
focus on football for one day, the annual NCAA bas- 
ketball tournament holds the attention of the nation 
about three weeks. It starts mid-month when the “first 
four’ —or first round games—are played, and last until 
the “final four” games culminate with the selection of 
the two teams that will compete in the championship. 

In the beginning, eight schools were invited to 
participate; this year, 68 will face off in the men’s 
competition. 

The inaugural women’s NCAA tournament of 1982 
had representation from 32 schools; the 2021 line-up 
will be generated from 64. 

The Grateful American Book Prize recommends 
“How March Became Madness: How the NCAA 
Tournament Became the Greatest Sporting Event in 
America,’ by Eddie Einhorn and Ron Rapoport. 
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Fun with houseplants 


re-pot a number of my “houseplants.” 

I figured the timing was 
good, since before too long the 
plants would be responding to 
longer days with increased 
growth. They would relish new 
soil and more room for their 
roots to sprawl in the bigger pots 
I would provide. While I have 
never really felt that my outdoor 
“green thumb” has transferred to 
indoor plants, ’ve managed not 
to kill enough of them so that 
one morning of February vaca- 
tion was spent with my hands in potting 
soil liberating them from a fate of being 
root bound in the same tired soil. 

One of my favorite houseplants is the 
Gerber daisy. Most people think of this 
plant as a summer annual, and it techni- 
cally is here in the northeast, but frugal 
Yankees (i.e. Mom and I) have been keep- 
ing them alive through the winter for years 
now. Its pretty pastel daisy-type flowers 
remind me of those the prankster clowns 
use to squirt water in the faces of unsus- 
pecting folks. In our house we call it the 
“happy plant.” I had three good-sized pots 
of them, all with tired soil. It showed by 
how yellow-green the leaves were. I moist- 
ened my compost-based Coast of Maine 
potting soil and proceeded to pry the plants 
apart, giving the divisions a fresh pot and a 
splash of liquid fertilizer once back on the 
windowsill. I am happy to say I now have 
one flower and a few others awaiting in the 
crown! Success! 

Three other plants typically grown as 
annuals were saved from winter’s chill and 
brought indoors as an experiment. One was 
a lobelia plant that grew in a ceramic pot 
by my front door all summer. Usually lobe- 
lias peter out during the dog days, but this 
newer variety kept right on blooming right 
through the heat. For the fun of it, I cut it 
back in late October and put it, pot and all 
in my mud room. Lo and behold, it started 
to grow. I provided it with light, some fresh 
soil and said liquid fertilizer, and it is actu- 
ally sporting a few blossoms right now. I 
am only hoping it will be happy indoors for 
several more weeks; thankfully lobelias are 
fairly cold hardy so I can probably get it 
outside earlier than most flowering plants. 

Another annual I overwintered is helio- 
trope. Given to me as a gift last summer, 
its purple, vanilla-baby powder scented 
flowers provided a olfactory pick-me-up 
whenever needed. Admittedly, this plant 
struggled over the winter but with fresh 
soil and a brighter window it is thriving 
once more. The same goes for a coleus that 
I got from a my friend Jean a year and a 
half ago. I decided take cuttings of all three 
to increase my coffers and happily both 


Je about a month ago I decided to 
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Roberta McQuaid 


the coleus and the lobelia have rooted. It’s 
been tricky to keep the almost furry helio- 
trope leaves from wilting while 
awaiting roots. More research 
necessary there. 

Late last spring I made a 
mixed planter with succulent 
type plants for my porch. I 
used what I had, including two 
tiny kalachoe plants rescued 
from where [ don’t recall. They 
looked so pathetic that I planted 
them almost in the same hole 
to make one decent-sized plant. 
But alas, in just three months of 
good soil and a warm porch they tripled in 
size and by February were full of aphids. 
After a soapy bath they were separated, 
each given their own pot. Now, one has 
flower buds! I have read that kalanchoes 
are easy to propagate. Simply take a cut- 
ting of terminal growth two to three inches 
long, stripping off all but the top 2 or 3 
leaves. Allow the stem to callus and then 
insert into a free-draining type of potting 
soil, one comprised of peat moss and per- 
lite is ideal. Begin checking for roots in 
about a month. 

Another plant that faced true liberation a 
month ago was an amaryllis that I received 
in a fancy clear container. The bulb was 
waxed, or maybe even covered in some 
kind of plastic. Hard to tell.. All you had 
to do was put it on the shelf, no potting 
up required. Something did not set well 
with me about this fancy new modus...they 
want you to throw it away afterwards! But 
I kept my comment to myself, thanked the 
person who gave it to me and watched as it 
bloomed, nicely, but on a shorter stem than 
what I am used to. Once the flowers had 
passed it looked as though another stem 
wanted to put out flower buds, but it just 
sort of sat there. I decided I would operate, 
gently peeling the wax off the bulb. After 
planting in potting soil the amaryllis did 
bloom and has since put out healthy white 
roots this last month. Next it will grow a 
healthy crop of foliage then go dormant 
before blooming again next fall/winter. 

It was a lot of fun to repot and experi- 
ment with my “houseplants.” Maybe I’ve 
had some success because not all of them 
were intentioned for the house all along. Or 
maybe my luck is changing! 


Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow- 
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 
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length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin- 
ions will be pub- 
lished. We require 
letter writers to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author- 
ship prior to publi- 
cation. We reserve 
the right to edit or 
withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to 
be libelous or con- 
tain unsubstantiated 
allegations, person- 
al attacks, defama- 
tion of character 
and offensive lan- 
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered 
by the author need to 
cite credible, unbi- 
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel 
Editor Melina 
Bourdeau, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel @turley.com. 
The deadline for sub- 
missions 1s Friday at 
5 p.m. 
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WNEU engineering students 
welcomed into Alpha Lambda 
Delta National Honor Society 


SPRINGFIELD —- Over 20 stu- 
dents from the Western New England 
University College of Engineering were 
welcomed into Alpha Lambda Delta 
National Honor Society in a virtual induc- 
tion ceremony held on March 5. 

The following students from the 
College of Engineering were inducted: 

Jonathan Couture of Granby, is work- 
ing toward a BSE in Civil Engineering. 

Jasmine Rodrigues-Jones of Granby, 
is working toward a BSE in Mechanical 
Engineering. 

Having just celebrated its Centennial, 
Western New England University is a pri- 
vate, independent, coeducational institu- 
tion. 


Students named to 
Deans List at RIT 


ROCHESTER, NY - The following 
local residents made the Dean’s List at 
Rochester Institute of Technology for the 
2020 Fall Semester. Undergraduate stu- 
dents are eligible for Dean’s List if their 
GPA is greater than or equal to 3.40 for 
nine credit hours of traditionally graded 
coursework; they do not have any grades 
of “Incomplete,” NE, D, or F; and they 
have registered for, and completed, at 
least 12 credit hours. 

Alex Rosenbach of Amherst, who is in 
the game design and development pro- 
gram. 

Griffin Brown of Amherst, who is in 
the game design and development pro- 
gram. 

Noah Troy of Belchertown, who is in 
the computing security program. 

Jacob Potter of Belchertown, who is in 
the computer science program. 

Tatyana Ryan of Belchertown, who is 
in the computer engineering program. 

Alexis Ryan of Belchertown, who is in 
the industrial engineering program. 

Marissa Shaw of Belchertown, who is 
in the electrical engineering program. 

Zachary Trager Macdonald of Amherst, 
who is in the electrical engineering pro- 
gram. 


Ryland Charron of Belchertown, who is 
in the electrical engineering program. 


UMass Lowell names local 
students to dean's list 


LOWELL -— Local residents have been 
named to the dean’s list at the University 
of Massachusetts Lowell.Among those 
recognized for achieving academic dis- 
tinction for the fall 2020 semester at 
UMass Lowell are: 

ePeriya Yath of Amherst, majoring in 
public health 

eGianna Branco of Belchertown, major- 
ing in nursing 

eKyle Taylor of Belchertown, majoring 
in electrical engineering 

¢eDeepal Purani of Ludlow, majoring in 
information technology 

UMass Lowell is a national research 
university offering its more than 18,000 
students bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral 
degrees in business, education, engineer- 
ing, fine arts, health, humanities, sciences 
and social sciences. UMass Lowell deliv- 
ers high-quality educational programs and 
personal attention from leading faculty 
and staff, all of which prepare graduates 
to be leaders in their communities and 
around the globe. www.uml.edu. 


Ithaca College students named 
to Fall 2020 Deans List 


ITHACA, NY -— Ithaca College con- 
gratulates students named to the Dean’s 
List for the fall 2020 semester. 

eAbby Damouras of Belchertown 

¢Keeley Firinne of Amherst 

eOli Hite of Amherst 

eMaxwell Schweik of Amherst 

eWilliam Wright of Amherst 

About Ithaca College 

Founded in 1892, Ithaca College is a 
residential college dedicated to building 
knowledge and confidence through a con- 
tinuous cycle of theory, practice and per- 
formance. Home to some 6,500 students, 
the college offers more than 100 degree 
programs in its schools of Business, 
Communications, Humanities and 
Sciences, Health Sciences and Human 
Performance, and Music. 


Support Belchertown High School seniors 


BELCHERTOWN -— Do you know a 
Belchertown High School graduating 
senior? Are you a 2021 graduating senior? 
Excited to graduate? Let’s celebrate this 
milestone and share with the community 
the success of our seniors. Anyone can 
purchase. 

Double-sides lawn signs 12’ x 24’ for 
$12 and 3’x 5’ banners for $32 which 
have grommets for securing via rope will 
be available for purchase to celebrate all 
graduating BHS seniors. Both can be pur- 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES - since 1982 
Window & Door Installation Specialist 


New & Replacement 


Call For Your Free Estimate Today 
HiC#1755887 - 413-455-5458 


chased for a combo price of $40 with a 
savings of $4. 

The store will remain open until all 
seniors have been gifted a sign. Once the 
lawn sign and banners are in, there will be 
several dates/times for pick up. 

All proceeds of this event will benefit 
the Class of 2021. 

The link is https://btownclassof2021. 
itemorder.com/sale?fbclid=IwAR3D4ZM- 
WFS3AyXWB3lwiW5wPF9uMERI- 
V2arLZO6RG3_cwVBiaPkKdSv4-eQ. 


‘ 
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Ethan Andrews plans to major in Biology. 


BELCHERTOWN - Belchertown High 
School Principal Christine Vigneux has 
begun featuring a member of the Class 
of 2021 in a question and answer survey 
about their tenure in the school. 

Each of the seniors featured decorated a 
cap sharing their future plans and they have 
also answered questions about their experi- 
ences at “the Nest,” the school community 
of Belchertown Public Schools. 

These seniors will be featured in the 
Sentinel as well. 


Ethan Andrews 
What are your future plans? 
My future plan is to major in Biology at a 
four-year school and to be a lab researcher. 





Ethan Andrews 


What is your favorite memory from the 
Nest? 

My favorite memory from BHS was the 
last day for the 2020 cross country season. 


What advice do you have for our 
younger Orioles? 

My advice for younger Orioles is to be 
hardworking and to have fun. 


What is your proudest moment as an 
Oriole? 

My proudest moment as an Oriole was 
when I made varsity my junior year of 
cross country in a close race at the PVIAC 
championships. 





Belchertown children’s meals program menu 
For the week of April 5 to April 9 


Note: Tuesday through Thursday are 
small meal kit items. Kindergarten through 
sixth grade, there will be no in school break- 
fast. For grade seven through 12, there will 
be a breakfast rack in the lobby. 

Monday —- Lunch: Cheeseburger, let- 
tuce, tomato, pickles and sweet potato fries. 
Kindergarten through sixth grade alternative: 
cereal meal with yogurt. 

Tuesday (Small Meal Kits come home) 

Lunch: Kindergarten through sixth grade: 
chicken nuggets. 

Grade seven through 12: pulled pork on 
a bun, corn and canned fruit. Kindergarten 
through sixth grade alternative: sunbutter 
and jelly sandwich. 

Wednesday - Curbside Meal Kit Pickup 
at BHS I1 a.m. from I p.m. 

Grades seven through 12: remote learning 
day. 

Lunch: Kindergarten through sixth grade: 
pasta with meatballs, Caesar salad and garlic 
knot. Kindergarten through sixth grade alter- 
native: tuna wrap. 

Thursday — Lunch: Kindergarten through 
grade 12: hot dog on a bun, chips, vegetarian 


Little Friends 
Child Care Center 
58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 


Caring for Children 1 year up to 9 years 


Lic. # 809640 


Finding and understanding senior living options can be overwhelming 


and confusing. Oasis Senior Advisors 


is here to help, 


because the right place means everything. 


> Discuss financial op 


tions, location and preferences 


> Provide a personalized list of local housing options 
> Set up and tour communities with you 
> Once the right place is selected, we make transitions easy! 


Call for a free in-depth consultation today! 


Eric Aasheim 
Certified Senior Advisor (CSA)® 
EAasheim@YourOasisAdvisor.com 


413-351-6577 


Full day, before and after school programs 
and a morning preschool program offered 


4 1 r, = D 2 3 -244- 7 www. LittleFriends39.com 


KITCHEN 


encounters, fnc. 


SENIOR ADVISORS. 
Because the right place 
means everything 


Serving Western Mass and Surrounding Areas 
OasisSeniorAdvisors.com/WesternMass 





baked beans. Kindergarten through sixth 
grade alternative: min-pancakes and a cheese 
stick. 

Friday — Small meal kits come home and 
orders due today for next week. 

Lunch: Kindergarten through grade six: 
cheese pizza. Grades seven through 12: 
chicken parm grinder, roasted broccoli and a 
rise krispie treat. Kindergarten through sixth 
grade alternative: Sunbutter scoop, animal 
cracker and a cheese stick. 

Note: The menu is subject to change. 

PreK follows a separate menu which has 
been sent home. 

Grades seven through 12: free breakfast 
rack offers whole grain cereals and cereal 
bars, muffins, bagels, breads, sweet rolls, 
pop tarts, fruit and 100% fruit juice, and 
white milk. 

Grades kindergarten through six offer 
daily in-school lunch entrée alternates as 
listed on menu with fruit/vegetable options 
from main meal. 

Grades seven through 12 offer daily 
in-school entrée alternative choices: pizza 
station, deli bar, and soup and salad. 


2021-Time to organize your closet! 


A custom closet system is the 
necessity that will also be a luxury. 
We work with you to design and 
build the perfect closet system to 
match your needs, style and home. 


Custom built in Wilbraham. Come see our showroom. 
15 Railroad Avenue, Wilbraham ¢ 413-596-6535 


www.kitchen-encounters.com 
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People received a St. Patrick's Day themed give- 
away at Belchertown Senior Center last week. 
The giveaway included a puzzle with crayons, a 
flag with sngmrocrs and other surprises. 


BCOA celebrates 
jot. Patric ch’s 1 ay 


PHOTOS BY MELINA BOURDEAU 
Katie Martin and Mariah Diesi handed out St. Patrick's Day goodies at a drive through 
event for seniors last week. 


Mariah Diesi waits 


to give out a St. 





Patrick’s Day give- 

away atBelcher-  »§ | 
town Senior Center 

last Wednesday. 





Scholarship applications now available 


BELCHERTOWN -— The Town of 
Belchertown Scholarship Committee 
will be awarding year 2020-2021 
scholarships to Belchertown resi- 
dents with acceptances to recognized 
institutions for post-secondary edu- 
cation. For those interested in apply- 
ing, please go to http://www.belcher- 
townps.org/belchertown-high-school/ 


belchertown-scholarship-information 
to access the online scholarship appli- 
cation, and instructions. 

Due to COVID-19, please sub- 
mit your paper application packag- 
es via drop-off box located at the 
Belchertown Central School Office, 
14 Maple Street, Belchertown, 
MA. Applications will be accept- 


ed Monday thru Thursday only, 
between the hours of 9 a.m. to | p.m. 
All applications and required crite- 
ria must be submitted no later than 
March 26. 

The Scholarship Committee wishes 
to thank everyone for theirgenerous 
donations and continued support, for 
students. 


GRANT PROCESS : from page 1 


will be binding or non-binding on the Annual Town 
Meeting warrant. 

Krawczyk said he submitted the petition because he 
doesn’t believe a competition-size course should be at 
the proposed location. 

“T’m not against disc golf in town, but they’re going 
about it the wrong way. There are all kinds of open 
land in Belchertown, put it somewhere else,” he said. 
“Tf you put in there...it will drive wildlife away.” 

He added that the location should be one which can 
be patrolled by police. 

“We don’t need to have hundreds of people in this 
place,” he said. “There needs to be a place where it 
can be patrolled.” 

Belchertown Recreation Department Director Kyle 
Thibeault provided an update on the status of the proj- 
ect. 

“We’re still in the process of getting on the April 
Conservation Commission meeting,” he said. “We 
need to submit the wetland delineation right now.” 

He said once the topic is put on the Conservation 
Commission’s agenda, it will be posted for the public. 

At the Recreation Commission meeting on Feb. 10, 
Recreation Commission Chair Nancy Kwiatkowski 
said the project has been in the works for years, and 
only required a vote for an appropriate from the town 
at the Annual Town Meeting. A warrant article at the 
2020 Annual Town Meeting appropriated $14,000 
from Community Preservation funding for the project. 

“Community interest in disc golf was first brought 
to the attention of the Recreation Department in Sept. 
of 2016. The Recreation Department, along with Pure 
Flight submitted a grant application to the Community 
Preservation Committee in Dec. of 2017 to partly fund 
the construction of the course, which was approved 
at the 2018 meeting,” she said. “In Jan. of 2019 the 
Conservation commission wouldn’t approve the Piper 
Farm location due to large amount of wetlands.” 

Following the disbanding of Pure Flight, bids went 
out for a new designer. The new designer selected was 
Explore Disc Golf. 

“In June 2020, at the annual article 26 voted to 
appropriate and transfer $14,000 from the CPC 
fund to create an 18-hole course off Route 9 at the 
Constantino Recreation Facility area with said funds 
under direction of the Recreation Department,” 
Kwiatkowski said. “The vote was a majority yes. A 
vote to appropriate and transfer funds is the only vote 
needed for this project. The disc golf is on town prop- 
erty, which doesn’t require a vote and we will not be 
taking a vote on this.” 

In an interview on Monday, Thibeault added that 
the project will “stay the course it is currently on.” 

“If we get the approval for a permit for the project, 
we will continue at this location, we may be ‘breaking 
ground’ by the time the town meeting rolls around,” 
Thibeault said. “We’ve been trying to address (res- 
idents’) concerns by working with the designer by 
looking at locations in relation to property lines, cre- 
ating more of a buffer and trying to alleviate concerns 
about this location.” 





GRANT PROCESS : from page 1 


which was funded in part by Mass. Development. 

“This is one of those grant opportunities that could move 
this project along a lot quicker than we anticipated,” Jasak- 
Bangs said. “Plans for that space include a café space...a 
certified commercial which would be considered a food 
incubator where people could get memberships...This 
building would also have a flex community hub. We envi- 
sion to be anything from gallery space, workshop space, 
small business education. Also some affordable office 
space.” 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $$$ 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 


CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 
CHOPS oF ROASTemeaea? Boe 
USDA INSP. STOREMADE 

TTALIAN SAUSAGE = gg 
ALL VARIETIES ramyeacew 0 os 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK BUTTS 
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ROAST BEEF ccsssceeceeeeccce LD > 
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WHOLE TILAPIA .......e..0.00.°2 15 


USDA INSP FROZEN 40 02 


IMITATION CRAB FLAKES*4*2 


USDA INSP FROZEN 


BREADED SHRIMP.......... 5399 





SALE DATES: 
3/25/21 - 3/31/21 





The group is going to need architectural plans in place to 
move forward. Jasak-Bangs said many of the needs in the 
building revolve around accessibility. 

“An elevator right now the building is not accessible... 
there needs to be asbestos remediation on the lower level, 
the parking lot is non-existent at the moment, it’s a dirt lot. 
We would need a better design to allow for flow of traffic 
and a parking lot to be able to park there,” she said. “There 
is a water main to the building that will need to be updated 
and my understanding is that it would be pulled from the 
senior center to be able to house the café.” 

There is also masonry work, HVAC updates and cosmet- 
ic upgrades to the building. Jasak-Bangs added that a more 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF RIBEYE 
STEAKS 


6% 


USDA INSP. 
FROZEN 


NEW ZEALAND 
FRENCHED 
LAMB RACKS 


$899 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 
80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


$977 7 LB 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


BONELESS & SKINLESS 

CHICKEN BREAST reve: OD OD 
CHICKENTLEG 

1/4$ TRAY PAK saumnnnumnnenenennnnne 39% 


USDA INSP. FROZEN SMOKED 


1/2 HAM PORTIONS BUTT 
or SHANK PORTIONS suns. 9 % 


USDA INSP. HATFIELD 16-20 LB 


SKINLESS & SHANKLESS 
WHOLE SMOKED HAM..... 


RAV rae ac! §20.Avocado s. 


Springfield 
HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


$499 99 


BAG 
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comprehensive list of the building’s needs is being made as 
well. 

Selectboard member Ed Boscher asked about the liabil- 
ity of the building being transferred from the town to the 
BCA. 

Town Administrator Gary Brougham said he suggested 
the town continue to insure the building for personal injury 
and loss. 

“Tf the BCA were to have a lease or a memorandum of 
understanding with the town that they also insure them- 
selves and their tenants,” he said. “The only way we would 
be out from under any liability is if we transferred owner- 
ship.” 

He added that the BCA would relieve the town paying 
utilities and building maintenance. The building would 
need a lot of renovations and Brougham questioned wheth- 
er it would be worth it to spend the money to do so. 

“IT know what the cost of renovating these building is 
going to look like. it concerns me the amount of money 
that could potentially be spend for the proposed uses. 
When you update the water service, the sewer system tak- 
ing about kitchen appliances, or commercial food prepa- 
ration that trips all the plumbing codes,” Brougham said. 
“The floors on the lower level would have to be jackham- 
mered out so the plumbing could be put under the floor. 
This was a former dormitory and it had standard electrical 
services that were intended for pencil sharpeners and 
nightstand lights.” 

He said the first order of business was to send the letter 
and it wouldn’t cost the town anything to submit the letter 
prior to the due date. 

Selectboard member Jennifer Turner said she supported 
the process. 

“I feel comfortable and confident they’ve put together 
the work they need to put that information together on 
behalf of the municipality,” she said. “I think it’s going 
to be who from the municipality is going to be hitting the 
send button for the town.” 

Ultimately, Superintendent Brian Cameron, the 
Selectboard and BCA determined that because Tadgell 
Hall was under the schools’ purview, that the group would 
hold off on submitting an expression of interest. 
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Granby Library announces youth offerings for April 


GRANBY -— The following are upcom- 
ing offerings for kids and their families 
through the Granby Public Library. 


CFCE Zoom Playgroup and Take & 
Make at the Granby Library 

Each Tuesday, join Marti, the playgroup 
facilitator from 10 to 11 a.m., for senso- 
ry play, stories, songs and take and make 
crafts from library bags below. 

No Playgroup on April 20. Email Marti 
for a Playgroup Zoom link mwiechman@ 
collaborative.org. 


Take and make craft activity bags 

These are available Tuesday through 
Friday in the library lobby between 10:30 
a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Please take one per 
child. 

e March 30 to April 2: Watch me grow 
flower seeds 

e April 6 to 9: Watch me grow vegetable 
seeds 

e April 13 to 16: April showers bring 


May flowers 
e April 20 to 23: Bug bags 


Workshops 

The Granby Library is happy to 
announce these free workshops through 
their partners at Collaborative for 
Educational Services. Join in! 

The music and movement interactive 
music and movement workshops will be 
on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. through April 
14 for ages one to five years old. 


Yoga for Families: Breathe, Stretch, and 
Bond - through April 12 

The parents only class, Self Care/ 
Relaxation, will be on Thursday evenings 
from 7 to 8 p.m. 

The parent/child yoga classes will be on 
Monday mornings from 9:30 to 10 a.m. 

Incorporating varying mindfulness 
themes each week, both children and their 
parents will learn helpful ways to maintain 
a healthy balance between active move- 


ment and tranquil breathing. 

Register for music and movement and 
yoga classes — here’s a link to registration: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/ 
1IFAIpQLScWPrY 9HyaaCG6nbRGSOj- 
faC8IlxednSJuWLJHSarJ Wkpn_iQ/form- 
Response or email earlychildhood @col- 
laborative.org for the Zoom link. 


Baby-toddler sign language classes 

The classes will be live online on 
Wednesdays from 10:30 to 11 a.m. These 
will be held through April 14. Are you 
ready to help your young child to com- 
municate objects, emotions and desires by 
using some easy baby sign language? 

Email Marti for the zoom link 
at mwiechman @collaborative.org 


National Poetry Month Story walk 

Check out the April Story walk “Please 
Bury Me in the Library” by J. Patrick 
Lewis short poems range from sweet to 
silly to laugh-out-loud funny, with clever, 


witty and endearing paintings. This book is 
the perfect treat for book lovers of all ages. 


April School Vacation Week 
April 20 to 23 

Bug Bags — two different bug crafts 

The weather is warming up and 
the bugs have started crawling, flying and 
buzzing around. Grab a Bug Bag this week 
and make a couple of cute critters. Pick up 
an insect I Spy game sheet too. 


Yarn Wrapped Initial 
This is a great project to display in your 
room. Create your initial, then wrap it in 
yarn. Just add glue to the materials provid- 
ed. Choose yarn color from those available. 


Earth Day Book Bundles - Week Long 

Ask for an “Earth Day” bundle of books 
for your desired age group and the library 
will give you some great books about 
nature all week long (curbside pickup.) 
Staff will add an Earth Day activity sheets. 
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A FULL SERVICE COMPANY 


Mike McKenzie 
MA. Lic. #15648A 
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OSHA 10 
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GENERAL 
REPAIRS 


FREDERICK TILTON 
Owner 


323-5051 


EMAIL) 


Industrial 


TILTON 2, 


AUTOMOTIVE 


BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007 





PLUMBING & MECHANICAL 


Coutractors. 
Residential & Commercial 


PLUMBING SERVICES 


¢ New Construction * Remodeling * Repairs 
¢ High Efficiency Gas Boilers 
¢ All Types of Hot Water Heaters 
Including On Demand High Efficiency Tankless 


(413) 323-6116 


SCHEDULING SERVICE: 


; 
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AutoCare 


Center 
We Install Only NAPA Parts 


ROUTE 9 
3 AMHERST ROAD 


Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


MA Lic. #11406 


Office: 413-213-0770 


Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


00000000000000 


Has This Happened to You? 


413-323-9966 
www.dfplumbingandmechanical.com 


We do what your body shop won't! 


Body Rust * Body Rot ¢ Frame Rust * Chassy Work 


Turn to the experts at 


Amherst Welding 


Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic 
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plows * Sanders * Hand Railings 
330 Harkness Road, Amherst ° (413) 253-4867 





STIHL: (BCS 


Power Equipment 
Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, Belchertown 
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Committed to the Cui 


www.devoniane.com 


Monday - Friday 8-5, Saturday 8-2 
413-323-5435 


MORNING PRESCHOOL WITH MISS MELISSA 


“Where children are given the opportunities 
to explore and discover the world around THEM” 


9:15am — 1:00 pm Tuesday — Friday 
Your choice of 2-4 days any combination 


(we fit your schedule) 


Weekly Payments/No Contracts 
Reasonable Rates of $20.00 Per day 


CPR and First Aid Certified 


Recognition: Letter/Color/Number/Shapes 
Hands on Activities: Science/Cooking/Crafts & More 
Accepting Fall Registrations for Morning Preschool 


Guidelines Completed & Extra Covid Training 


58 Daniel Shays Highway (Rt. 202) Belchertown 
413-323-8447 - www.LittleFriends39.com 
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i POLICE LOG 


Belchertown Police 


Editor’s note: The following are brief 
explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for the 
weeks of March 10 through March 16. The 
information was provided by a member of 
the police department based on the review 
of the detailed log summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context and explanation 
to some of the calls police respond to every 
day. Of the 271 calls police responded to, 
there were nine incidents, three accidents, 
four arrest/summons and I citations. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 
Friday, March 12 

2:21 a.m. — Karl E. Johnson, 40, of 4 
Prospect Heights Lane, Erving was arrested 
on charges of operating under the influ- 
ence of alcohol and negligent operation 
of a motor vehicle. An officer respond- 
ed to a Brandy Wine Dr for report of an 
accident with unknown injuries. The call- 
ing party said there was smoke coming 
from the vehicle. The vehicle crashed into 
a rock, and the reporting party said they 
were a neighbor. When officers arrived 
on scene, the operator said they weren’t 
injured and there was no smoke coming 
from vehicle. The suspect said they took 
the wrong road was unfamiliar with the 
roadway. The ambulance responded but the 
operator didn’t want to be transported. A 
field sobriety test was administered, due to 
the suspect’s failure, they were arrested and 
charged accordingly. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 
Thursday, March 11 

8:58 a.m. - Officers took a report from a 
Stadler St resident who reported their reg- 
istration plate was missing. They estimated 
it has been missing for approximately a 
month. A stolen plate form was completed 
and it was entered as stolen. 


Friday, March 12 
7:44 p.m. — An officer was on a routine 
patrol when they were flagged down by a 
motorist on side of the road. In the south- 


Paluch 
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Little Friends 
Child Care Center 
58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 
Caring for Children 1 2mos. - 9 years 
Full day, before and 
after school programs 
morning preschool program 


413-323-8447 


Lic. # 8309640 littlefriends39.com 


SEPTIC 
PUMPING 


e pumping 

e new installation 
e repairs 

e Title 5 inspection 


Year Round ~<& 
Enrollment 


Septic Service LLC 


Jason Lafleur ¢ David Kibbe 


413-323-4327 


1014 Center St 


Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations 
Used Cars ¢ Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender 
Repair ¢ Painting 


REECE 
AUTO BODY 


323-6664 
FREE ESTIMATES 
@) fos) elalaleji(-cemmcer=te. 


Belchertown 
Visa-Mastercard Accepted 


= SWIFT RIVER = 


HEATING & OIL COMPANY 


Sheet Metal Fabrication 
Is Our Specialty 
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery 
¢ 24 hr. Burner Service 
¢ Replacement of Furnaces 
& Boilers 
om plete ¢ New Construction 
CZ & Renovations 
¢ New Customer Discounts 


413-323-4123 
221 N. Liberty * Belchertown 


bound lane they located a deer stuck by a 
vehicle. It appeared to be severely injured. 
The deer was euthanized. 

8:49 p.m. — Officers responded to 
Federal St for a report of one car acci- 
dent. The operator was travelling north on 
Federal St when a large branch fell from 
a pine tree onto the vehicle as it driving. 
There was damage to the front passenger’s 
side of the vehicle and the roof. No injuries 
were reported. 


Saturday, March 13 

2:41 p.m. — Officers responded to a two 
vehicle accident on Boardman Rd. A vehi- 
cle was travelling west when it drifted to 
the left side of the road, colliding with 
an oncoming vehicle. The operator of the 
second vehicle reported they didn’t see the 
vehicle coming. 


Sunday, March 14 

6:54 p.m. — Officers responded to a resi- 
dence for a report of all four tries that were 
Slashed on a vehicle. There was a single 
puncture to each tire, and the reporting 
party said they thought they knew who 
responsible. There was no evidence at the 
time to show who was and no known sus- 
pects. 


Monday March 15 

12:59 p.m. — Officers assisted 
Belchertown Fire and paramedics. 

6:13 p.m. — Officers took a report from 
a person who reported they were receiv- 
ing harassing messages through Instagram 
about photos they had taken of them- 
selves. The reporting party was asked to 
send money or the massager would send 
out photos of the reporting party. Officers 
advised they person not to pay and to block 
the account. The person on the account was 
not able to be identified. 


2:30 a.m. — Officers responded to Bay 
Rd and Stebbins St for a report of a wire 
in the road. The officer noticed a pole was 
in the road and a support wire on the west 
bound side of the road. Officers checked 
the area for damage and any vehicles that 
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DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER? 
Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts! 


Amherst Welding, Inc. 
(413) 253-4867 


330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA 


STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC. 
WELCOME SPRING! 


We Have All Of The Tools And Materials You Will 
Need To Get Your Yard And Lawn Ready For Spring. 


Rakes ¢ Wheelbarrows ¢ Shovels 
Grass Seed @ Hoses e Pruners 
Landscape Fabric ¢ Lime 
Composted Cow Manure 
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3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA ¢ 413-323-4521 
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might be involved. There were tire marks 
and scuff marks on the pole which was 
moved six inches at the base. It appeared 
that someone failed to stop and struck 
the pole. National Grid was notified and 
moved the pole from the road. 

8:44 a.m. — Officers responded to assist 
animal control with an abandoned dog. 

9:33 a.m. — A Belchertown resident came 
to the station to turn in a set of keys they 
found on Magnolia Lane. The keys were 
entered into property and no owner has 
been found at this time. 

2:40 p.m. — An officer spoke with a resi- 
dent in regard to a scammer changing their 
bank account affiliated with an unemploy- 
ment account. They noticed their checks 
weren’t going into their account. The per- 
son was advised to contact their bank. 


Granby Police 


Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 
Department responded to 135 calls for 
the week of March 12 through March 18. 
Those arrested are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law. All infor- 
mation is provided by the Granby Police 
Department. 


Friday, March 12 
3:18 p.m. — Officers investigated fraudu- 
lent use of a debit card. 


Tuesday, March 16 
2:48 p.m. — Officers investigated a two 
car accident on West State St and Amherst 
St. No injuries were reported. 


Wednesday, March 17 
1:43 a.m. — Officers responded to East 
St for a report of a vehicle parked in a field 
that was on fire. The fire was extinguished. 
The incident appeared to be arson. The 
incident is still under investigation. 


Thursday, March 18 
4:10 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
fraud. The incident still under investigation. 
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SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate * Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing * Snow Removal 


Community Newspaper 


iia 


Lawn & Garden 
#8221 Battery 


Aafena para contadorar oe 


SAVE 10 


Belchertown Auto Parts NAPA AUTO PARTS: ,, 
116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA 
(413) 323-7661 OR 323-9296 


COVID DEATH : from page 1 


306 cases of COVID-19, as of March 9. 
The dashboard also indicates Granby is 
in the yellow designation, with an 18.7 
average daily incident rate per 100,000 
and a 2.56% positivity rate. 

However, Board of Health member 
Herb Abelson said there are problems 
with this data collection. 

“Tt’s just extraordinary how iffy a 
whole lot of this data is and the timing 
of data related to real events is another 
enormous issue,” he said. “Just like this 
death we’re finding out about and deaths 
may be the worst of all the things. There 
is a tremendous delay in finding out 
about deaths.” 

Bombardier agreed. He added that the 
data from the state is old, yet is used to 
predict what will happen next. 

“Even if you look at the state and 
what they’re doing with their colors. 
They have data from a week ago to do 
a snapshot into the future,” he said. “If 
you look at the impact by taking the 
college students, who have all these 
tons and tons of testing, because they’re 
required to test - it drops the positivity 
rate down so much. In fact, they’re say- 
ing it’s going down but its only because 
of the college kids. The positivity rate 
is on its way up right now when you 
deduct the college kids.” 

Abelson also added that the rapid tests 
being used are not very good and the 
reporting 1s often late, if at all. 

Another concern are the variants of 
COVID-19. When asked about wheth- 
er Dinofest could occur in September, 
Abelson said it is too soon to tell. 

“The squirrely thing is the variants. 
We don’t know what the biology is 
going to be and what kind of penetration 
they’re going to have in our community 
and those around us,” he said. “Or how 
virulent they’re really going to turn out 
to be and if they’re anything at all to 
worry about. No one is sure about that. 
That’s a reason to be cautious right now 
and take it one step at a time.” 

The item was moved until the board’s 
April meeting. 
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Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 


589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 
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Orioles score 
early, but fall 
to Ware 


WARE - Belchertown football took the field for 
the first time since Thanksgiving 2019, and took 
advantage of an early mistake by the host Indians, 
but could not manage anything else in a 37-8 loss 
to open the season last Saturday. Belchertown 
faces Ludlow this Saturday at 12:30 p.m. 


PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
The Belchertown High School football team returned to 
action on Saturday afternoon at Ware. 





M Jaden Wise looks oo & : . — — 7 all j bee “a Sam Winston 
for a hole to run ss —:*. Mis brought down 
through. =, iia. 4 on a carry. 
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Valley Wheel Baseball 
seeking new talent 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


iw we 
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REGION -— The regular season is just a month 
away and the members of the Valley Wheel Over-30 
Baseball League are excited to be playing baseball 
again. 

Last year, the season was cancelled once parks were 
closed due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

An attempt was made by commissioner Jim Nason 
. - to hold a short season once modified rules for activity 

PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI were allowed, but there was not enough interest to 
Madysen LePage holds the ball back before making a pass. keep the league operating. 

Now, the league is gearing for a full season, but 
between circumstances changing during the pandemic 
and the modifications currently in place for sports The 
league is definitely in need of more baseball talent. 

Nason is hoping “quarantine fatigue” and the need 
to get outdoors and get active will draw new players to 
tryouts when they start next weekend. 

Tryouts for the league will take place Saturday, 
April 3, and the next two Sundays, April 11 and 18. 

There are normally six teams in the league and the 
hope is to continue to have that tradition as players 
begin to make their way out to the fields The normal 
Valley Wheel season is 15 games beginning April 25 
this year and going until the end of July. The league 
plays nine-inning games, allowing all participants an 
opportunity to get plenty of at-bats and lots of time in 
the field. 

The top four teams in the league make the playoffs 
and the semifinals and finals are held in the first two 
weeks of August. The schedule also features a cou- 






BELCHERTOWN 
— Belchertown High 
School girls basketball 
got an opportunity to play 
some games in the Fall 
2 season. Belchertown 
dropped a pair of games 
to Monson last Tuesday 
and Thursday, including a 
36-32 defeat last Tuesday 
evening at Monson High 
School. In the loss, Gina 
Camerota led the team 
with nine points. 

















Olivia Vogel 
heads down 
the court after 
making a steal. 





up against Monson last Tuesday. See BASEBALL, page 12 - 


PAGE 12 


THE SENTINEL - THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2021 








i SPORTS 


Purse structure announced for 2021 season 


WATERBURY, VT and NAPLES, ME 
— American-Canadian Tour (ACT) and 
Pro All Star Series (PASS) officials have 
announced the purse structure for the five 
weekly divisions set for competition at 
Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park in 
2021. 

A total of nearly $24,000 in posted 
awards have been set to be distributed to 
the Sunoco Modifieds, Late Models, SK 
Light Modifieds, Limited Sportsman, and 
Mini Stocks at each event. All five divi- 
sions will compete as part of the six-race 
oval track event schedule at Thompson, 
which begins with the annual Icebreaker on 
April 10 and 11. The schedule also includes 
four Wednesday night races in the summer 
(June 16, July 7, Aug. 11 and Sept. 15) and 
the Sunoco World Series (Oct. 8 to 10). 

“When Tom (Mayberry) and I agreed 
to take on this role at Thompson, one of 
our priorities was posting a fair purse for 
all divisions,’ ACT managing partner Cris 
Michaud said. “I raced for 20+ years, and I 
experienced firsthand the value of an extra 
dollar. We’ve put together a competitive 
structure that rewards everyone who shows 
up and will help teams get their cars to the 
track.” 

The roar of the Sunoco Modifieds will 
return to the high-banks with drivers chas- 
ing a $1,500 winning prize for their 30-lap 
feature races. With $900 on the line for 
second, $600 for third and $200 to start 
each race, the Sunoco Modified purse itself 
rises over $8,500. Some of the top names in 
local Modified racing are expected to com- 
pete, including Keith Rocco, who looks 
to continue his dominance of the com- 
petitive class on Thompson’s 0.625-mile 
oval. Other names expected for the opener 
include Troy Talman, a former Thompson 
winner. 

The Late Models, which will again fol- 
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CLUES ACROSS 
1. Volcanic crater 


38. Ancient Greek sophist 

39. Polish yeast cakes 

40. Promotional materials 

41, Pancakes made from 
buckwheat flour 

42. Completed perfectly 

43. Photo 

44. A peninsula in SW Asia 

45. The common gibbon 

46. Disfigure 

47, Ribonucleic acid 

48, Japanese honorific 

49, Pieces of music 

52. Expressed pleasure 

90. Having ten 


5. Long times 

10. Swedish rock group 

14. Having the means to 
do something 

15. Rods or spindles 


16.La__ Tar Pits, 
Hollywood 

17. Missing soldiers 

18. Measuring instrument 

19. All of the components 
considered 
individually 

20. Play “__ Irish Rose” 

22. Gene 56. Type of sword 

23, Barrels 60. Humble request for 

24. London-based soccer help 
team 61. Eating houses 

27. Feline 63. Italian Seaport 

30. Breed of sheep 64. Cain and __ 

31. Body part 65. Measure the depth 

32. Doctors’ group 66. U. of Miami's mascot 

35. One who follows the — 67. Political outsiders 
rules 68. Greek sorceress 

37. Cigarette residue 69. Body part 


CLUES DOWN 


10. At right angles to a 


23. Automobile 
25. scandinavian god of 


26. Expresses surprise 

27. secret political clique 
28. Yields manila hemp 58, 
29, River in central Italy 
32. Brain injury science 








SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Information has been released for racing purses for the 2021 season. 


low ACT Tour rules — including the addi- 
tion of the new Hoosier tire — will chase 
$1,200 to win. As part of a purse better 
than $7,000 throughout the field, Late 
Model drivers will open the season with a 
40-lap special at the Icebreaker. They will 
continue to thrill Thompson fans with some 
of the top competitors from across New 
England. Names like Woody Pitkat, who 
swept both races in 2020, along with Nick 
Johnson, defending ACT Tour Rookie of 
the Year Derek Gluchacki and more will be 
in competition. 

The Limited Sportsman are set to return 
with a purse over $3,000 of their own and 
$350 on the line to win. Known as one of 
the most exciting divisions at Thompson 
each year, the Limited Sportsman keep 
fans on the edge of their seat with two, 
and often three-wide action throughout the 
field. 

Early entries for the season include 
former Thompson champions Kyle Gero 
and Larry Barnett, along with former 
Seekonk Speedway Sportsman champion 
Corey Fanning. At the Icebreaker, Limited 
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33. Mental illness 

34. A person from Asia 

36. Father 

37. General's assistant 
(abbr.) 

38. Cooked or prepared in a 
specified style 

40), Large terrier 

41, Hillsides 

43. Golf score 

44 Not or 

46. Type of student 


1. Mother 

2. Jewish calendar month 
3. Jal__, sport 

4, Establish again 

5. Swiss river 

6. Racetrack wager 

7.__ but goodie 

8. Closeness 

9. Soviet Socialist Republic 


ship’s length 


11.Women’s undergarments 47. Flower cluster 
12. Mountain stream 

13. Expresses pleasure 
21. Painful places on the 


49, Closes tightly 

50. Saudi Arabian desert 

51. Famed vaccine 

body developer 

52. Multi-function radar 
(abbr.) 

53. Actress Jessica 

94, Pay attention to 

5/. Beloved big screen pig 

Clapton, musician 

59, Take a chance 

61. Cost per mille 

62. Helps little firms 


battle 


acronym 


Sportsman drivers may also take the oppor- 
tunity to compete in a 8-Cylinder Open 
Street Stock open on Saturday, which pays 
$1,000 to win. 

Rising over $3,000, the SK Light 
Modified purse includes another $350 to 
win, with $250 for second and a strong 
distribution of funds throughout the field. 
As a division that puts some of the youth of 
Modified racing and veterans together, it’s 
expected to be another stout year. 

The Mini Stock thunder will return to 
Thompson with feature races set for 
$200 to win and over $1,600 in presented 
awards. Early entries for the season include 
Thompson veterans Russ Barboza, Tommy 
Silva and former division champion Steve 
Michalski. 

Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park 
opens its 82nd season of oval track rac- 
ing with the Icebreaker on Saturday, April 
10 and Sunday, April 11. The 10-divi- 
sion card includes the $10,000-to-win 
Icebreaker 125 for the Thompson Outlaw 
Open Modified Series, the PASS Super 
Late Models, and five Thompson week- 
ly divisions. The 8-Cylinder Street Stock 
Open, NEMA Lites, and EXIT Realty Pro 
Truck Challenge round out the card. An 
optional Test N’ Tune practice day is slated 
for Friday, April 9 with all Icebreaker divi- 
sions welcome. 


BASEBALL - from page 11 


ple of weeknights games and a special 
Mother’s Day weekend Saturday game. 

There are still modified rules for adult 
baseball under the Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs, which requires 
mask-wearing, social distancing when pos- 
sible, and no spitting among the habit base- 
ball players are not allowed to engage in. 
While the game play is largely the same, 
the mask-wearing rule was one that was 
the subject of controversy last summer and 
ultimately led to the cancellation of the 
shortened season. 

With vaccinations in Massachusetts 
clearing one million people and the state 
entering Phase 4 of the re-opening plan 
earlier this week, Nason is hopeful the 
restrictions will ease as the season goes on, 
especially as it relates to gathering. 

Comradery is one of the staples of the 
league, which has usually included tailgat- 
ing after games. That is a practice that will 
also have to be on hold until restrictions 
lift. 

For more information on getting 
involved in adult baseball, go to www. 
valleywheelbaseball.com. To play in the 
league, you must be 28-years-old before 
June 1. In order to participate in the league 
as a pitcher, you must be 30-years-old 
before June |. Players can participate in at 
least one of the three tryouts dates, usually 
held at Blunt Park, and then a draft is held 
prior to the start of the season. 
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College conference 
moves forward with 
spring competition 


WESTFIELD - The eight 
Massachusetts State Collegiate Athletic 
Conference (MASCAC) Presidents 
announced today that they have 
approved a plan to have competition for 
the spring sports of baseball, men’s golf, 
women’s lacrosse, softball and men’s 
and women’s outdoor track and field. 
The presidents have also approved the 
continuation of practice for fall and win- 
ter MASCAC teams subject to health 
and safety, testing and tracing proto- 
cols in place to limit the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus. 

“The MASCAC continues to meet 
regularly with the presidents, athlet- 
ic directors, athletic trainers and other 
essential staff as we bring our stu- 
dent-athletes back to the playing field, 
safely, while adhering to all state, federal 
and NCAA guidelines,” said MASCAC 
Commissioner Angela Baumann. “It 
is Our intention to have these athletic 
events as long as the conditions allow us 
to move forward safely. The MASCAC 
office and eight MASCAC Presidents 
will be monitoring practices and compe- 
tition to ensure the continued health and 
safety of our student-athletes and staff.” 

It will remain the decision of each 
member institution to determine if they 
can safely participate in intercollegiate 
athletics this spring and in which sports 
they will permit competition. These 
decisions will be made in consultation 
with campus health professionals and 
the MASCAC Commissioner. 

The presidents have approved a con- 
ference schedule where the institutions 
will play the same school each week in 
baseball, softball and women’s lacrosse. 
In addition, the membership has 
approved a men’s golf and outdoor track 
and field championship. Additionally, 
the presidents have authorized institu- 
tions to schedule non-conference con- 
tests, provided all non-conference teams 
follow prescribed MASCAC health 
and safety guidance and protocols. 
Institutions will not be traveling to com- 
pete against teams out of state. 

As the MASCAC teams continue to 
participate in athletic activities, it 1s 
the continued responsibility of all stu- 
dent-athletes and staff to stay diligent in 
their safety efforts on and off the field 
of play. Individual member institutions 
reserve the right to halt competition if 
the health of the campus community is 
put at risk. In the event of an increase of 
COVID-related cases on any of our cam- 
puses, the schedules may be adjusted, 
which might include stoppage of play. 

“The presidents are excited to move 
forward with plans for spring sports 
competition,” said Massachusetts 
College of Liberal Arts President James 
Birge, Chair of the MASCAC Council 
of Presidents. “As we plan for spring 
sports competition, we will continue to 
fine-tune protocols to ensure the safety 
of student-athletes, coaches, staff and 
the campus communities,” said President 
Birge. 

Consistent with state restrictions on 
gathering limits, spectators will not be 
permitted at MASCAC contests at this 
time. This policy may be revisited for 
outdoor sports if conditions improve 
and subject to state and local health 
authorities’ guidance. For the enjoyment 
of family, friends and fans of our stu- 
dent-athletes, the MASCAC will contin- 
ue to livestream contests on MASCAC. 
tv. 

Throughout the 2020-21 academic 
year, the MASCAC will be celebrat- 
ing its’ 50th anniversary with special 
features, facts and trivia commemorat- 
ing the event. Our conference has a rich 
history of success on the playing field 
and in the classroom. Over the academic 
year, the conference will be highlighting 
the student-athletes, teams, coaches, and 
administrators from the last 50 years. 
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— PUBLIC NOTICES 


Belchertown 
Conservation Commission 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Pursuant to the authori- 
ty of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 131, Section 
40 (Wetlands Protection Act) 
and the Belchertown Wetland 
Bylaw, the Belchertown 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
virtually on Monday, April 
12, 2021 at 7:00 PM. The 
purpose of this meeting is to 
review a Notice of Intent for 
maintenance and improve- 
ments along the X176 
Transmission Line. Anyone 
interested in this matter 
should attend remotely. 
03/25/2021 


Belchertown 
Conservation Commission 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Pursuant to the authori- 
ty of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 131, Section 
40 (Wetlands Protection Act) 
and the Belchertown Wetland 
Bylaw, the Belchertown 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
virtually on Monday, April 
12, 2021 at 7:00 PM. The 
purpose of this meeting is 
to review a Notice of Intent 
for the construction of a sin- 
gle family home at Jensen 
Street, Map 244 Parcel 80. 
Anyone interested in this 
matter should attend remote- 
ly: https://www.gotomeet. 
me/BelchertownConservation 
03/25/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court 
15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01060 
( 413)586-8500 
Docket No. HS21P0146EA 
Estate of: 

Donald Rockafeller Slessler 
Also known as: 
Donald R. Slessler 
Date of Death: 07/07/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Alan D. Slessler of 
Westfield, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Alan D. Slessler of 
Westfield, MA be appoint- 
ed as Personal Representa- 
tive(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in an unsupervised admin- 
istration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 


from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed- 
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
04/21/2021. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceed- 
ing. If you fail to file a time- 
ly written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annu- 
al accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. Linda S 
Fidnick, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: March 19, 2021 
Michael J. Carey 
Register of Probate 
03/25/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court 
15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01060 
(413)586-8500 
Docket No. HS21P0114EKA 
Kstate of: 

Robert George Smith 
Also known as: 
Robert G. Smith 
Date of Death: 01/12/2021 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Timothy R. Smith 
of Belchertown, MA request- 
ing that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Timothy R. Smith 
of Belchertown, MA be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said est- 
ate to serve Without Surety 


on the bond in an unsuper- 
vised administration. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed- 
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
04/07/2021. 

This 1s NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annu- 
al accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. Linda S 
Fidnick, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: March 02, 2021 
Michael J. Carey 
Register of Probate 
03/25/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court 
15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01 060 
( 413 )586-8500 
Docket No. HS21P0132EA 
Estate of: 

Donald Richard Steeley 
Date of Death: 12/05/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed 
by Brenda Carol Branchini- 
Lage of Durham, NC request- 
ing that the Court enter a for- 
mal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that:Brenda Carol 


Branchini-Lage of Durham, 
NC be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said est- 
ate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in an unsuper- 
vised administration. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 04/14/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further 
notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin- 
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Linda S 
Fidnick, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: March 12, 2021 
Michael J. Carey 
Register of Probate 
03/25/2021 































Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 





@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


© Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 

Www. venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


Email all 
notices to 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


notices@turley.com WA _/ 


_ Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


y A 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanrt- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. 
(413)433-2195. 


Call Ken 





1*******A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 










AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2**xexxe*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 


experience. References. Lic #086220. 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237. 
2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone; — 
State: 1s or —_ 
a X perweekrate=$ 
UVISA Qj Discover LY Cash lL) Check# 
Exp.Date_ CVWV 
Date 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———_ 






Village Hills 


Circulation: 


an 50,500 


ee WILLIAMSBURG 


Sole 











Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 







BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 


EASTHAMPTON { 





NEW BRAINTREE 
TH 


WEST NOR 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


Suburban 


Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 








Lb 







WILBRAHAM 


SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE __ 10.00 
Add athird ZONE $5.00 
Subtotal 
x Number of Weeks ___ 
TOTAL Enclosed _ 





~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Quabbin 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


DAVE’S LAWN AND 
GARDEN, LLC 
Spring Clean-ups 

Tree pruning/removals 

Mulch/ Stone 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver- 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323- 
6858. 


PAVING 


COMMERCIAL 


AND 
RESIDENTIAL 
PAVING & SITE 
SERVICES 
413-267-4088 





PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 
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STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm. 
net 


2 POSITIONS OPEN!! Full time 
machinist with Prototrak or mill experi- 
ence. Part time clean up person. Stu- 
dents welcome. Call (413)289-0004 


CHEF AND SERVER WANTED! 
Two years experience needed. Pop- 
ular establishment. Must be available 
to work any shift. Apply in person or 
Facebook. EB Flatts, Rte 9, East 
Brookfield. 


CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARTE- 
SIAN WELL COMPANY Seeking 
Technician with mechanical ability. 
We will train. Benefits included. Send 
resume to joe@ct-valley-artesian- 
well.com 


BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CLI- 
NICIAN II Baystate Wing Hospital 
Corporation has a position available 
in Palmer, MA to provide clinical ser- 
vices to patients, couples, and families 
in the outpatient behavioral health de- 
partment. Conduct intake interviews, 
contribute clinical impressions, make 
preliminary diagnoses, and participate 
in the development of interdisciplinary 
assessments and treatment plans. 
Collaborate with outside agencies. 
Participate in departmental and pro- 
gram meetings, program development, 
and academic training activities. Will- 
ingness to travel to additional clinical 
location in Palmer, MA as needed, 
required. Apply: Carolynn Hartman, 
BHC21, Baystate Health, 280 Chest- 
nut Street, Springfield, MA 01104. 


DEVEREUX is looking for individuals 
and families who would like to open 
their home to an adult with disabili- 
ties. The goal is to place an individ- 
ual in a home where they will develop 
life skills, experience opportunities in 
the community, and feel safe with the 
support of the provider. We consider 
our providers as part of our team. We 
are committed to ensuring individuals 
are well matched with our providers 
prior to placement and offer support 
services. Providers receive a stipend 
based on the needs of the individual. If 
you are interested in more information 
contact Maureen at (413)209-7677 


Z2o021 
TAX. TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


AUTHORIZED 


Call For An iInS 
Appointment |<337™> 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


| TaCeoyantems Kab @l od mel pYalwelateyal 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 


Federal & All States 


FAAS PAVIA CW3A 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


LOG YARD HELP WANTED! 
Forest products manufacturer seeks 
assistant operator for its busy Rus- 
sell, MA log concentration yard. This 
full-time position offers room to grow 
and is ideal for someone who enjoys 
working outdoors. Responsibilities in- 
clude identifying and barcoding logs by 
species; scaling, grading and sorting 
logs, debarking, moving, and loading 
logs onto trailers. Ability to identify 
North American timber species, scale 
logs, and operate heavy machinery 
and log loader highly preferred. We 
offer an open-air work environment, 
health insurance, 401k, paid time off, 
and discounted wood products. Email 
resume to info@hullforest.com or 
call (860)377-3427 


PCA POSITION AVAILABLE In 
the Palmer Area. 21 hours per week, 
very flexible, will train, $15.75 per hour. 
Contact Eddie (413)813-7226 


SALEM CROSS INN Cook Position 
Available. Application at www.salem- 
crossinn.com or send resume to info @ 
salemcrossinn.com 


TRUCK DRIVER - CLASS A CDL 
- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer - 
Experience Required. RB Enterprises, 
Ludlow (413) 583-8393 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen. Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
“David The Tax Man" 


HRS | Tel: 413-289-0058 
= Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kifchentabletaxes.com 


\V/ Co} or alle) a im ke). arclalem mlatclaleliclireisialdlesss 


St od eo) oo) (=) a tae 
| =) a ed oc -t-t-) (elat-| ma t-lele|(- mi ace) me Lele me 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 
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CLASSIFIEDS? 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Reaching readers in 50 local 


communities every week. 
—aaaaae—___ 








EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


*Cats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 
® 





PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 
K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 
ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 
Last/Security $850.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


Post your 
| job openings 
—_ in our 
= classifieds. 


We get results! 


© Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classitieds 


© Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


© Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


413.283.8393 





FOR RENT 


FOR RENT 


2) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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LICENSE FEES : from page 5 


Fund. At the current trajecto- 
ry, MassWildlife will have a $4.1 
million revenue gap and deplete 
the balance of the Inland Fish and 
Game Fund by fiscal 2025. 

‘Path Forward’ 

“The challenge is finding a path 
forward,” Tisa said. “We only have 
so many tools in our tool box,” not- 
ing that the license fee structure 
is the one tool the Department of 
Fish and Game and MassWildlife 
controls. 

Under the new proposal, resi- 
dents would pay $40 for hunting, 
fishing and trapping licenses. 
Sporting licenses would increase 
from $40 to $75. Archery and 
primitive firearms stamps would 
increase from $5.10 to $20. All 
other hunting stamps and permits 
would increase from $5 to $20. 
Additionally, MassWildlife is pro- 
posing a new stamp for pheasant 
and quail hunting at $20. 

“We don’t like the idea at all,” 
Tisa said. “It’s unfortunate it’s hap- 
pening at a difficult time,” but the 
proposal should sustain the Inland 
Fish and Game Fund until fiscal 
2030. 

Tisa and Fish and Game 
Commissioner Ron Amidon said 
that the state legislature would 
need to address other changes, 
whether they be reimbursing for 
free licenses, imposing fees on 
other “non-consumptive” public 
land users like bird watchers or 
kayakers, or increasing funding. 
Unfortunately, they told those in 
attendance March 9, neither one of 
them can lobby legislators for such 
changes. That, they said, is incum- 
bent upon individual residents. 

Mixed reaction 

Reaction to the proposal has 
been mixed. While most seem 
to understand the issues at hand, 
increasing the cost of licenses is an 






Benefits of Companion Living include: 


® Shared living and kitchen area when you 


State fishing and hunting licenses may 
go up for the first time in 25 years. The 
state's Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 
stocks about 500 bodies of water with 
trout. These fish are rainbow trout. 


added expense for no added ben- 
efits in the field. Some expressed 
disappointment that there is little 
bass management taking place 
statewide, others that hunters 
seem to be taking the brunt of the 
increases. Georgetown resident 
Bob Pasquale asked if there had 
been any thought to adding a trout 
stamp, as anglers are able to use 
their licenses essentially 24/7, 365 
days a year. 

Tisa said they had consid- 
ered such a stamp, however it 
would likely create more prob- 
lems, particularly with enforce- 
ment and fish mortality rates. He 
noted that unlike states, such as 
Virginia, which have few trout- 
stocked waterbodies, nearly all of 
Massachusetts’ freshwater resourc- 
es are stocked with trout. And, 
unlike pheasant or quail hunters, 
who can easily identify a flush- 
ing pheasant or quail from a ruffed 
grouse Or a non-game species, 
anglers typically have no idea what 
fish took the bait on the other end 
of the line. 

“Everyone walking a dog on a 
wildlife management area [during 
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hunting season] is interfering with 
a hunt,’ Norwood resident Steve 
Flaherty said, expressing concerns 
during the March 9 session. “We 
need somebody at the state level 
advocating for us.” 

Amidon and Tisa said they need 
residents to advocate the legis- 
lature for changes, whether it be 
funding, access or enforcement. 
They also reminded those on the 
call that should the new license 
fee schedule move forward, there 
will be public hearings. Any res- 
ident wishing to provide input on 
the proposals are invited to direct 
comment electronically at mass. 
gov/masswildlife-funding or by 
sending mail to MassWildlife re: 
License Fee, | Rabbit Hill Road, 
Westborough, MA 01581. 

‘Make it easy’ 

While he was unable to attend 
the information session, Chicopee 
sportsman Nelson Molina, who 
has been hunting for the last three 
years, expressed his frustration 
that the state seems to be making it 
harder for folks to enter the woods 
legally, especially those in urban 
communities. 





“How do you make [hunting] 
appealing to people who have 
never hunted?” Molina asked, 
noting his own struggles as a new 
hunter trying to learn everything 
from safe firearm handling to 
where to go. 

“T ate pheasant for the first time 
in my life this year and it’s not 
as crazy people make it seem,” he 
said. 

Molina said the issue, from 
his perspective, is a tricky one 
as the state has only gotten more 
restrictive with gun laws and the 
free, mandatory hunter educa- 
tion (required for new hunters) 
courses are almost non-existent in 
Western Massachusetts. He said 
he paid to take the Texas hunter 
education program online because 
he couldn’t find a course in 
Massachusetts that fit his schedule. 
He said more programs should be 
offered online and locally in order 
to remove barriers to accessibility. 

“You have to make it easy,” 
Molina said. “People don’t want to 
do work.” 
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Proposed 
Hunting 
and Fishing 
License Fees 
2022 


(Source: Mass Wildlife) 


Resident fishing 

(17 and older) - $40 
Resident Fishing (65-69) 
- $20 

Resident fishing 3-day - 
$20 

Non-resident fishing - $50 
Non-resident minor 
fishing (15-17) - $8 
Non-resident 3-day 
fishing - $30.50 

Resident trapping - $40 
Resident trapping (65-69) 
- $20 

Non-resident trapping - 
$215 

Resident hunting - $40 
Non-resident big game - 
$112 

Non-resident small game 
- $78 

Resident sporting - $75 
Resident sporting (65-69) 
- $37.50 

Trap registration number/ 
renewal - $20 

Archery stamp - $20 
Primitive firearms 

stamp - $20 

Waterfowl stamp - $20 
Antlerless deer permit - 
$20 

Turkey permit - $20 

Bear permit - $20 
Pheasant and quail 

stamp - $20 
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